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that many people are opposed to him, but believe me, he
is better than his reputation, for he does his best. He is
industrious and reliable; somewhat hard, it is true, but
this would not hurt any of us. After all, we must be hard
if we are to get on/ Benes defended all his colleagues
from attack, especially Arne Laurin (alias Lustig), chief
editor of the official Prager Presse, which 'was by no
means one of the pleasantest political organs. Benes
always took the side of the weak and the attacked, but
he always let justice prevail. Thus did he incur the hatred
of all those who were opposed to his prot&g&s.

The political Parties had one thing in common: they
all wanted to get into power. Of course they all meant
well by the state, but above the state was the all-powerful
Party. If one had an uncle in the Party, one could obtain
promotion and without any particular ability play some
important role in this machinery. Connections were of
greater importance in the Republic than, say, in England.
However, a good recommendation in politics was a rarity,
for none of the political Parties enjoyed a good reputation
during the elections or with its opponents. In this respect
the Czech political Parties (the others played no decisive
part) were very similar to the French, both as regards
corruption and jobbery. It was Benes who appealed for
an ethical standpoint in Party matters.

What took place in Parliament was always less inter-
esting than what occurred in the club-rooms of the
various Parties and it was from this source that I obtained
my best information. Parliament was dull unless there
were some unusually exciting debate on. The dispute